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Statue of the Sacred Heart with Vigil Lights 


We have had wonderfui success in the marketing of a Statue of the 
Sacred Heart with a receptacle at the base to take a Vigil Light Glass. 

We are, therefore, offering the following combination to Catholic 
families: One Statue, 13 inches high; one Ruby Glass; and one 
dozen 15-hr. Vigil Lights. This will be sent postpaid within a 
distance of three zones on receipt of $3.00. 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO,, Inc. 


405 N. Main Street, St. Louis, Mo. 





LAPIDAR 


An excellent, non-poisonous remedy for purifying the blood and toning up the system. 
LAPIDAR is not an ordinary patent medicine. It is composed of leaves, flowers and herbs, all 
gathered from the mountains in Switzerland. LAPIDAR is compounded by Rev.Father Kuenzle 
of St. Gall, Switzerland, the best authority on Swiss Alpine herbs, whose books are in official 
use in many schools in Switzerland. LAPIDAR acts favorably in cases of gout, skin diseases, 
abscesses,stiffness of the limbs,faulty circulation, etc. It has a very beneficial effect especial- 
ly on the stomach, kidneys and lungs. Rev. Father Kuenzle has the recommendation of the 
Holy Father. as an herbalist. Price $2.50 per box. 


; Address: Lapidar Co., 
Agents wanted Chino, California 


Camomile Tea — For Everybody’s Use 


Drink it daily for beverage purposes —it has a very healing effect on all the internal organs. 
Unexcelled for the healthy as well as the sick — a harmless herb tea recommended in 
Fr. Kneipp’s world-famous books. Excellent for colds, colic, cramps (most violent form) 
congestions, healing wounds, boils, ulcerations, ptomaine poisoning; also a stomach tonic. 
One Ib. $1.15; one-half Ib. $0.75. Canada, one Ib. $1.40; one-half Ib. $1.00. 


Miss R. Regina, 404 E. 52 St., New York, N. Y. 





Watch the date on your magazine! It indicates the month 
and the year to which your subscription is paid. If it reads ‘‘Feb., 
27” your subscription expired with the Feb., 1927 issue; if ‘“Mar., 
27,” it expires with this issue. If your remittance reaches us 10 days 
or so before the magazine goes forward Wé Will probably be unable 
to change the date on that issue; but the advanéed date to which your 
subscription is paid will appear on the following number. 





TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Published monthly in English and in German under the direction of Rev. 
P. Lukas, O.S.B., at the Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 
Subscription Price, per year $1.00 
For Canada, Ireland and England $1.25 

Entered as second-class matier March 19, 1907, at the post office at 
Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. Acceptance 
for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 1103, Act of 
October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 








Useful Premiums — New 


We offer the following premiums which will prove 
useful for young and old: — 


For NEW Subscriptions to Tabernacle and Purgatory 


A beautiful Immaculate Conception Brooch, with figure 
For 1 NEW of the Blessed Virgin in deep relief, platinum oxidized finish 
Subscription and mounted on blue. 


Or:— A handsome rose gold Medal of the Little Flower of 
Jesus, enclosed in celluloid, with gilt, artistic scalloped 
edge. The reverse bears the inscription of Little Teresa’s 
promise to the world: ‘‘I will spend my heaven in doing 
good upon earth.” 


A nickel bound hanging Crucifix 6 inches long, well 
For 2 NEW made and convenient for personal use; specially suitable 
Subscriptions _for the sick and dying, * 


Or: — An artistic oxidized St. Christopher Auto Medal, 134 in. 
diameter. St. Christopher has been chosen patron saint 
of travellers, particularly of automobilists. Many show 
their confidence in his intercession by attaching a medal 
with his image to their cars. 


A black genuine cocoa Rosary, on a durable silver-plated 
For 3 NEW chain. A handsome, practical pair of beads, that will please 
Subscriptions anyone who is so fortunate as to receive this premium. 


An excellent, imported, Real Ebony Crucifix, nicely pol- 
For 5 NEW ished, with beveled edges. The artistic oxidized corpus 
Subscriptions will attract all to love and compassion for our suffering 
Savior. It is light in weight, and can easily be held by a 
sick person, * or may be hung on the wall. Size 734 in. 


The following Indulgences are attached to the Rosary :— 


1. The Papal Indulgence — A plenary indulgence, under the usual conditions on the fol- 
lowing days, to all who recite at least five decades of the rosary 
a week : — Christmas, Epiphany, Easter, Ascension, Pentecost, 
Trinity Sunday, Corpus Christi, All Saints, Immaculate Con- 
ception, Nativity, Annunciation, Purification, Assumption; St. 
Joseph, St. John Baptist, SS, Peter and Paul, and on the feasts 
of the other apostles. 

2. The Crozier Indulgence — s00 days for each Our Father or Hail Mary. 

3. The Bridgetine Indulgence — 100 days for each Our Father or Hail Mary or Creed. 

4. The Dominican Indulgence — 100 days for each Our Father. 2025 days for each Hail 
Mary if the Holy Name of Jesus is pronounced devoutly. 100 
years and 100 quarantines once a day for carrying the rosary 
devoutly. 

5. Many more partial indulgences, too numerous to mention here. 


* Crucifixes will be enriched with the Papal indulgences, the indulgences of the 
stations ana of the aying. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








Saint Joseph, the most honored saint in the kingdom of heaven 
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Greatness and Glory of St. Joseph 





HRY T. Joseph’s relation to Jesus and to Mary con- 
os ferred on him an office most sublime, a mission 
ieee ) | that no saint ever received. Devotion to St. 
ie KR Joseph, therefore, ranks higher than the devo- 
Pease tion to all angels and saints, and is more 

pleasing to God. In his encyclical, Quamgquam 
pluries, Leo XIII declares: ‘‘Certain it is that the dignity of 
the Mother of God is so great, that after God, there can be 
nothing more exalted. But as St. Joseph was united to the 
Blessed Virgin by the bond of matrimony, there is no doubt 
that he approached the exalted dignity of Mary nearer than 
any other creature. St. Joseph in his all-surpassing dignity, 
is above all the saints because he was, according to the will 
of the Most High, the guardian of the Son of God and in the 
eyes of men, His father.’’ It is, therefore, quite natural to 
think that the Word of God was humbly submissive to St. 
Joseph, that the Son of God was obedient to him, and ful- 
filled all those duties toward him which children owe to their 
parents, 

What magnificent words in honor of St. Joseph! It will 
also stimulate our devotion to this great saint to read what 
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saints and holy men for many centuries have written in his 
praise. 

St. John Chrysostom: ‘‘The name of ‘just’ which the 
Holy Spirit, in sacred Writ, gives to St. Joseph, signifies 
‘perfect in all virtues.’ ”’ 

St. Bernard: ‘‘If you wish to conceive an idea of the 
merit and greatness of St. Joseph, think of the name which 
he rendered himself worthy to bear, the name of ‘Father of 
the Son of God.’ ”’ 

St. Thomas Aquinas: ‘‘The apostles who are at the head 
of the Church, are the ambassadors of Jesus Christ, the dis- 
pensers of His mysteries. But Joseph has a more distinguished 
name; he is the Spouse of the Virgin, he is the Father of 
Christ.’’ 

St. Mary Magdalen de Pazzi: ‘‘Joseph, united with Jesus 
and Mary, appears like a resplendent star.’”’ . 

St. Alphonsus Liguori: ‘‘By the title of ‘Father,’ Joseph 
has been more honored by God than all the patriarchs, proph- 
ets and apostles; they all have the title of ‘servants,’ Joseph 
alone has that of ‘Father.’ ”’ 

St. Leonard of Port Maurice: ‘‘What makes me go boldly 
ahead is that even before becoming the Spouse of Mary, 
Joseph must have been the greatest soul that had ever 
appeared in the world, except the august Virgin herself.’’ 

Pope Pius IX: ‘‘On account of the sublime dignity con- 
ferred by God on His very faithful servant, the Church has 
always crowned St. Joseph with its greatest honors and 
praises.’’ 

Dom Gueranger, O.S.B.: ‘‘No, never can any man in this 
world understand all the greatness of St. Joseph.’’ 

St. Bernardine of Siena: ‘‘Brethren, I affirm that, in 
heaven, St. Joseph is dazzling with glory both in body and 
soul.”’ 

Abbe Bounes: ‘‘Thus, according to the most rigorous 
authors, St. Joseph occupies in heaven beside Jesus, the place 
he occupied on earth: the first after Mary.’’ 

Father Patrignani: ‘‘Excepting Mary, there never has 
been nor ever can be another saint like St. Joseph.’’ 

Gerson: ‘‘The one who remained nearest to His Master 
in the days of trial, is now after his Divine Spouse, Mary, 
the nearest to Christ’s throne in triumph.’’ 

St. Gregory Nazianzen: ‘““The Lord has united in St. 








TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 325 


Joseph as in a radiant sun, all the glory of the other saints.”’ 
St. Gertrude: ‘‘When the name of blessed Joseph is pro- 
nounced in heaven, all the elect bow their heads as a mark 
of honor.’’ 
Suarez: ‘‘O St. Joseph, how great is thy glory in heaven! 
Thou dost surpass all the other saints in glory and beatitude.’’ 


¢ + + 
Benedict XV’s Tribute to St. Joseph 





& Acta Apostolicae Sedis of May, 1919, Pera 
either in Rome or elsewhere expected it. It 
was a joyful surprise, and the whole Catholic 
universe was thrilled with delight. From whence 
did it come? Who was its author ?— The Roman 
chanceries did not disclose their secrets. We must rely on the 
decree which promulgated this Preface. It reads briefly : — 

“Our Holy Father Pope Benedict XV, on the recommen- 
dation of the Sacred Congregation of Rites, and on account 
of his devotion to St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary and patron of the Catholic Church, has approved this 
proper Preface to be recited in future, in all places, at all 
Masses of this saint, and has ordered its insertion in the 
future editions of the Roman Missal.’’ 

Thus, it was truly Pope Benedict’s devotion to St. Joseph 
which prompted the Preface in honor of this great saint. We 
find a confirmation of this assertion in the Ephemerides litur- 
gicae published by the Lazarists in Latin and brought out in 
Rome. In an issue of this publication of May, 1919, we read 
that when Benedict XV was Archbishop of Bologna, he had 
petitioned the Holy See that new honors should be rendered 
to St. Joseph. Having been elected Pope, Benedict XV did 
not delay in fulfilling his desire, and in giving a proof of 
his devotion to St. Joseph. 

The Preface is so called because it is destined to serve 
as an introduction to the Canon. It is one of the oldest parts 
of the Mass. Previously there had been but eleven Prefaces 
in the Roman Missal: one for the Blessed Trinity; five for 
our Lord; one for the Holy Ghost; one for the Blessed Virgin; 
one for the apostles; two for Lent and the Passion, and a 
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common Preface. They date back to the time of St. Gregory, 
if, in reality, they do not date back further. This learned 
Pope had them revised and corrected. (The Preface of the 
Blessed Virgin, however, is not so old; it is generally attrib- 
uted to Blessed Urban II.) Since the 11th century, then, no 
Pope had dared to increase the number of Prefaces. Bene- 
dict XV alone broke this tradition, and he did so in behalf 
of St. Joseph. 

In itself, the Preface is one of the most beautiful prayers 
of the sacred liturgy. The contents of the new Preface in 
honor of St. Joseph, are worthy of the ancient forms which 
have been used by Holy Church for centuries. This Preface 
reminds us of the three principal virtues of St. Joseph, 
namely, his justice, fidelity and prudence. It recounts like- 
wise his privileges, three in number: Spouse of Mary, Head 
of the Holy Family and Foster-father of Jesus. — What 
greatness ! 

The complete /reface in honor of St. Joseph reads as 
follows: 

It is truly meet and just, right and availing unto salvation, that 
at all times and in all places we give thanks to Thee, holy Lord, 
Almighty Father, everlasting God; and that we should, with due 
praises, magnify, bless and glorify Thee on the festivity of blessed 
Joseph, who, as a just man, was given by Thee as Spouse to the Virgin 
Mother of God, and as a faithful and prudent servant, was set over 
Thy family, that with fatherly care he might guard Thine only-begotten 
Son who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
through whom the angels praise Thy majesty, the dominions adore, 
the powers trembling worship, the heavens and the host of heaven 
with the blessed seraphim join in singing Thy praise. With whom 
we pray Thee to unite our voices, saying in lowly confession: 


Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts. Heaven and earth are full 
of Thy glory... 

It is in this wonderful frame which surrounds St. Joseph, 
that theology, literature and music are to be found. 
_ More than nine hundred cardinals, archbishops, bishops 
and generals of religious orders, have petitioned for the in- 
sertion of the name of St. Joseph in the Canon of the Mass. 
The Church always proceeds slowly and cautiously. Pius 1X 
granted to St. Joseph the title of ‘‘Patron of the Universal 
Church.’’ Leo XIII wrote his immortal Encyclical, Quamquam 
pluries, and composed the beautiful, ‘Ad te beate Joseph —We 
come to thee, O blessed Joseph,’’ which is recited during the 
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month of October. Pius X approved the Litany in his honor, 
and Benedict XV, the Preface. 

At the present, the last five Popes: Pius IX, Leo XIII, 
Pius X, Benedict XV and Pius XI are, as it were, kneeling 
at St. Joseph’s feet, holding each other with one hand and 
with the other pointing to the Patron of the Church, in order to 
show to all, that through him, their salvation can be attained. 


¢ + + 
Novena in Honor of St. Joseph 


In all afflictions and necessities of body and soul 





NhyeyyZ NE of the most effective means of obtaining 


mS < help from St. Joseph in all our sufferings and 
Q needs, is the novena or nine days’ devotion in 
+ his honor. God Himself seems to have been 


Wit the author of the novena-devotion. Did he not 

create the nine choirs of angels? Did the Son 
of God not dwell for nine months in the bosom of His holy 
Mother? To the servant of God, Mary of Agreda, was re- 
vealed the wonderful life of the Blessed Virgin Mary which 
she recorded in her writings, ‘‘The City of God.’’ She ex- 
plains how the Most High prepared the Blessed Virgin during 
the nine days preceding the nativity of His Son with great 
and very special graces. Also, that Mary at the presentation 
of Jesus in the temple remained in Jerusalem for nine days 
and each day took her Divine Child to the temple and offered 
Him to God anew. Perhaps the apostles were instructed to 
prepare themselves for nine days for the coming of the Holy 
Ghost by Mary herself, the Queen of the apostles. Holy 
Church has approved the novena-devotion, and has enriched 
many forms with indulgences. 

Ever since the time of the apostles, members of the true 
Church, but especially the saints, have practiced the novena- 
devotion. The great St. Teresa in all her undertakings, took 
refuge to the nine days’ devotion and through this means 
obtained innumerable graces. Frequently, novenas were the 
source of astonishing miracles, 

Who can recount the favors received, in all necessities 
of body and soul, through a novena to the Sacred Heart, to 
the Blessed Virgin, to St. Joseph and to other saints! This 
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means of grace, the novena, is worthy of being more ex- 
tensively used. Our aim in this article is to place briefly be- 
fore our readers the greatness and power of St. Joseph, in 
order that they may take refuge to this powerful helper. 
The example of St. Teresa is especially suited to inspire us 
with confidence. It may be a guide to good and afflicted 
souls, teaching them how to make a novena most effectually 
in_order to obtain help in all necessities and wants. 


Greatness and Dignity of St. Joseph 


After the Blessed Virgin, St. Joseph is the greatest saint 
in heaven. His sanctity is as wonderful as it is hidden. No 
one on earth is able to describe the perfection of St. Joseph. 
His great dignity is thus expressed in the responsory for 


his feast: — 
**The mighty Maker of the world 
On him for bread depends; 
To him the Eternal Father’s Son 
His will submissive bends.”’ 


Whomsoever God destines for a special dignity, He grants 
to”’that person special graces. This we behold in the souls 
of predilection of the Old Testament and still more in the 
saints of the New Testament, the Blessed Virgin, the apostles, 
the great doctors of the Church and founders of religious 
orders. This was likewise verified in St. Joseph, for the 
fulness of grace and virtue was imparted to him only so that 
he might be a worthy spouse and protector of her whom the 
Lord had chosen for His Mother. 

Yes, St. Joseph was a marvel of holiness. It is taught 
by several Fathers of the Church, and it has been revealed 
to saints, that St. Joseph was sanctified even in his mother’s 
womb. In consequence, the inordinate desires of the flesh 
were subdued for his whole life so that he never felt any 
inclination to impurity or to any other evil. St. Francis of 
Sales says that in virtue and purity, St. Joseph was raised 
above the highest seraphim, for the purity that these angelic 
spirits possess without a body was conferred on St. Joseph 
in his earthly body and his mortal flesh. 

As the angels, so was he also worthily prepared to live 
in the society of the purest of Virgins. Without this singular 
purity he would not have been fitted for his high dignity 
and predilection. St. Bernardine of Siena says that on earth 
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he was the most faithful co-worker in the execution of the 
decrees of God. Joseph of Egypt in the Old Testament, a 
figure of St. Joseph, saw in a dream how the sun, the moon 
and eleven stars bowed before him. Before St. Joseph, Jesus 
the sun of justice, Mary, beautiful as the moon, the apostles 
and saints like brightly shining stars bow low. Reflecting 
on this, the saints and theologians are of the opinion that 
our Lord, took up into heaven not only His holy Mother with 
body and soul but, on the day of His ascension, St. Joseph 
with body and soul. 

To St. Joseph is due a special share in the execution of 
the decree of the Blessed Trinity for our Redemption. 
Gerson finds no words to explain the sacred and hidden 
mystery of the Holy Family, the earthly trinity. He shows 
us that the title, ‘‘pure bridegroom of the Virgin Mother,’”’ as 
also the dignity of being called the father of Christ, as Holy 
Scripture tells us, and the childlike submission of the Son of 
God, indicate prerogatives which raise St. Joseph above all 
ordinary saints. These gracious prerogatives are peculiar to 
him and are not granted to any other of the elect. 

To St. Joseph it was granted to be numbered in the 
created trinity. These three persons who represent the 
Adorable Trinity, also symbolize the unity of God because 
all three were but one heart and one soul. Joseph was the 
head of the house of God on earth, the first disciple of Jesus 
Christ, the first imitator of His virtues, the first confidant 
of the Hearts of Jesus and Mary. God has united in St. 
Joseph, as in a sun, all the light and splendor given to all 
the other saints combined. Oh, what a great saint is this 
glorious spouse of the Blessed Virgin ! 

What saint could be compared with him in his virginal 
purity, his humility and in his loyalty toduty? ‘‘St. Joseph 
is a virgin between two virgins, a lily between two lilies,’’ 
says St. Jerome. 


Power and Goodness of St. Joseph 


One may say of St. Joseph as of Mary, that he is in a 
certain sense, a ‘‘pleading omnipotence.’’ Because he stands 
next to the Blessed Virgin in sanctity, his intercession is 
inexpressibly powerful. Isidore of Isolanis gives us the 
reason: ‘‘What could the Son of God deny St. Joseph whom 
He loved so tenderly? How could a son, if he is not un- 
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grateful, forget the benefits of his father? St. Joseph alone 
rendered more service to the Redeemer than all the angels 
together. Therefore, he can petition the Lord with greater 
confidence than all the other elect. 

God has, as St. Thomas teaches, granted certain saints 
the power to help us in special needs. But to St. Joseph He 
has proved Himself more generous by granting him, in a 
certain sense, all power; entrusting to him all treasures in 
order to help souls in all their necessities. This is the 
assertion of St. Teresa, and her testimony overbalances 
thousands of others, because it is supported by her daily 
experience of the might of this glorious saint. This is like- 
wise the opinion of the Church because it attains through 
his intercession all that it cannot obtain by its own power. 

King Pharao directed all petitions and requests of his 
subjects to Joseph whom he had made ruler of his house and 
of all his. possessions. ‘‘Go to Joseph; and do all that he 
shall say to you’’ (Gen. xii. 55). The King of heaven gave 
no less power to St. Joseph in His kingdom. The other saints 
have, it is true, great power, but as intercessors they stand 
before the throne of God only as servants and not as rulers. 
Joseph whom Jesus and Mary obeyed at Nazareth can, 
without doubt, now that he lives in the house of God, and 
his prerogatives shine forth in great lustre, obtain all that 
he wishes from the King, his Son, and from the Queen, his 
Spouse. He exercises an illimitable sway over both Jesus 
and Mary, and commands as Gerson expresses it rather than 
petitions. This is the basis of his mighty intercession. 

St. Francis of Sales cries out: ‘‘Oh, that the following 
words might ring in the ears of all the faithful of the whole 
earth: “Go to Joseph, take refuge to his mighty intercession, 
this great favorite of God.’’ Still another and new strength 
is given to this intercession: it is St. Joseph’s true love for 
us, the sympathy with which he receives our desires and 
prayers. When Jesus chose St. Joseph for His father, He 
inspired him with so tender a love as was possible for a 
father to possess, not only to be loved by him as a child, 
but that his love might extend to all mankind who had now 
likewise become his children. 

Ven. Mother of St. Joseph, a Carmelite, thus refers to 
the fatherly love of St. Joseph: ‘God in choosing this glorious 
saint to take the place of father to His only-begotten Son, 
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wished at the same time that he should be a father to the 
adopted brothers of His Divine Child. For this purpose He 
granted him a special grace and filled his heart with so much 
love and solicitude as to cause him to turn all his thoughts 
and affections toward souls, and incline him to bestow as 
much good on them as a tender and loving father on his 
children. Let us take to heart what the Blessed Virgin 
revealed to the venerable Mary of Agreda in the following 
words: “‘The children of the whole world are in the deepest 
ignorance concerning the privileges and prerogatives which the 
Almighty has conferred on my spouse, and the power of his 
intercession with the Divine Majesty and with me. I assure 
you, my daughter, that in heaven he is one of the most 
intimate confidants of the Lord, and is very influential in 
averting the punishment of Divine Justice from the sinner. 
In all your needs turn to his mediation because for whatever 
he intercedes in heaven is granted by the Almighty on earth. 
Great, yes, extraordinary graces are assured to his petitions 
for the salvation of mankind.”’ 


The Example of St. Teresa 


We may justly call St. Teresa the greatest venerator of 
St. Joseph. The Blessed Virgin brought her an excellent 
gift from heaven for the honor she prepared for St. Joseph 
by zealously spreading devotion to him throughout the 
Church. By her devotion to St. Joseph, the holy Carmelite, 
St. Teresa, attained such a degree of holiness that the illus- 
trious theologian and saint, Cardinal Bellarmine, was of the 
opinion that she is the greatest saint of the female sex in 
heaven. 

From her earliest childhood, St. Teresa bore in her heart 
a deep love and a truly childlike confidence toward the 
glorious spouse of the Mother of God. She called him her 
father and lord. Of the sixteen different convents which she 
founded, she placed thirteen under the special protection of 
St. Joseph, and named them in his honor. After her death, 
several of the convents which had been founded by St. 
Teresa, exultant at the canonization of their mother, changed 
the names of their convents and placed them under the 
protection of St. Teresa. Before doing this, the Carmelite 
nuns had laid their petition before the provincial of the 
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Carmelite Order who, in his deep veneration for the new 
saint fully agreed to the proposal, but she whom they de- 
sired to honor judged differently. St. Teresa disapproved of 
this plan entirely, for she appeared to a religious of the 
convent of Avila and gave her the express command: ‘‘Tell 
the Father Provincial that he should recall my name from the 
convents, and name them again in honor of St. Joseph.’’ — 
The command was immediately fulfilled. 

On one occasion the saint was seriously ill for three years. 
She prayed to St. Joseph and obtained the restoration of health 
in a marvelous manner. When our Lord commanded her to 
begin the reform of the Carmelite Order and to hasten with 
regard to the convent of Avila, He gave her the assurance 
of His protection, and expressly commanded that she should 
give this first house no other name than that of St. Joseph. 

One day the holy foundress found herself in extreme 
need. She had no money wherewith to pay the workmen. 
Wherever‘she turned for means, she saw no way out of the 
difficulty. At this point, St. Joseph appeared to her and 
offered himself not only as security, but also as treasurer. 
He gave her his word that the money would not fail her, 
and that she should come to an agreement with the workmen. 
Although the saint did not possess a cent, yet she obeyed 
the order of her protector. He, in turn, faithfully kept his 
word and procured for her more than sufficient means. Some- 
times this assistance came in such extraordinary ways that 
all who were aware of it were filled with amazement. 

St. Teresa writes: ‘‘I cannot remember ever having asked 
St. Joseph for anything which he did not obtain. I am as- 
tonished when I consider the great favors our Lord has shown 
me through the intercession of this beloved saint, and the 
many dangers, both of soul and body, from which he has 
delivered me. This aid many others have also experienced 
who have recommended themselves to him at my advice. My 
manifold experiences with regard to the great favors, called 
forth in me the wish to persuade all men to be devout to 
this glorious saint.’’ 

And she continues: ‘‘I have never known any one who 
was truly devoted to him, who performed particular devo- 
tions in his honor, that did not advance more in virtue. 
I was accustomed to ask some favor of him on his feast day, 
and I recall that it was always granted. Whosoever will not 
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believe me, I only request for the love of God, that he make 
the trial.’’ 

As we have previously mentioned, St. Teresa took refuge 
to the nine days’ devotion in all her needs, and obtained 
innumerable blessings for soul and body for herself and others. 
Oh, let us follow her example and take refuge to St. Joseph 
by making novenas in his honor in all our sufferings and 
needs for ourselves and those for whom we wish to implore 
graces. Experience will teach us that no one has ever had 
recourse to him in vain. He is a father and helper of all, 
just and sinners. He can and will help us in all things, for 
his love is great. 


How to Make a Novena to St. Joseph 


To make a novena in honor of St. Joseph, certain prayers 
should be recited for nine days. For instance :— 

1. Daily honor his seven sorrows and seven joys by re- 
citing the Our Father, the Hail Mary, and Glory be to the 
Father, seven times. 

This devotion was encouraged by the holy patriarch 
himself. It is related that two Franciscan friars suffered 
shipwreck on their voyage across the ocean. By clinging to 
a plank, they kept themselves above water for three days, 
but were so violently tossed and buffeted by the waves that 
they were in danger of being drowned. Having always 
faithfully venerated St. Joseph, they now fervently invoked 
his aid in their extreme peril. Lo! their confidence was not 
in vain. The fury of the storm abated, the sky became clear 
and the sea calm. Their joy was unspeakable on suddenly 
beholding a man of celestial beauty, who greeted them and 
guided them to shore in safety. Having reached land, the 
two religious cast themselves at the feet of their rescuer to 
thank him, for they supposed him to be an angel. ‘‘I am 
Joseph,’’ replied the apparition; “‘if you wish to do something 
pleasing to me, then never let aday pass without saying the 
Our Father and Hail Mary seven times in honor of the seven 
sorrows I endured and the seven joys that consoled me, in 
the days I spent on earth in the company of Jesus and 
Mary.’’ After these words he vanished, leaving the two 
religious in blissful rapture. 

Devotion to the seven sorrows and joys of St. Joseph 
has become for all a favorite devotion, and the saint always 
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The holy patriarch, St. Joseph, appears to 
two shipwrecked Franciscan friars. “If you 
wish to do something pleasing to me,” he said, 
“never let a day pass without saying the Our 
Father and Hail Mary seven times in honor of 
the seven sorrows | endured and the seven 
joys that consoled me, in the days | spent on 
earth in the company of Jesus and Mary.” 
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rewards those who practice this devotion with many and 
great favors and blessings. 


Holy Communion in Honor of St. Joseph 


2. During the novena, one should receive Holy Commun- 
ion in his honor. Next to having the Adorable Sacrifice of 
the Mass offered in honor of St. Joseph, there is nothing 
more pleasing to him than our receving Holy Communion in 
his honor, for the reception of the Holy Eucharist is the 
holiest action a Christian can perform. It was revealed to 
St. Gertrude that Holy Communion received in honor of the 
saints, increases their joys in heaven as much as though they 
had received It themselves here on earth. What joys must not 
St. Joseph experience! Let us remember that St. Joseph 
had a large share in the institution of the Blessed Eucharist. 
Next to the Divine Savior and His Holy Mother, we are in- 
debted to St. Joseph for this Heavenly Food. In Holy 
Communion we receive the same Redeemer whom on earth he 
carried in his arms, for whom he worked, whom he supported, 
whom he rescued from the fury of Herod and whom he 
delivered from so many dangers of life. On earth, St. Joseph 
rendered more service to the Redeemer than all the angels. 
Oh, what close relationship between St. Joseph and the Holy 
Eucharist ! 

One sometimes sees pictures which represent St. Joseph 
leading souls to the Holy Table. It was revealed to a certain 
saint that she should receive Holy Communion in honor of 
St. Joseph the nine days previous to his feast. From this 
sprang the practice of the Seven Sundays or Seven Wednes- 
days in honor of St. Joseph, a devotion which the good saint 
has already rewarded with innumerable graces. Pious souls 
who receive Holy Communion daily can easily approach the 
Holy Table on some days to honor St. Joseph. By a novena 
of Holy Communions, one may receive the richest treasures 
through his intercession. Oh, that all would make use of 
this great means of grace! 

In connection with a novena in honor of St. Joseph, a 
person should offer corporal or spiritual alms.* Sometimes 





* Realizing the great love of St. Joseph for his Divine Son, and his relation- 
ship to the Blessed Eucharist, an alms given in honor of St. Joseph toward the 
maintenance of the Perpetual Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament must 
assuredly be an act highly pleasing to the great saint. We are imploring good 
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St. Joseph hears those in suffering only after they give an 
alms in his honor, or who promise an alms. Religious, and 
those who are unable to give material help, should offer 
spiritual alms, that is, prayer or sacrifices, for this intention. 
This is the kind of alms which St. Teresa gave, and it was 
revealed to her that she converted more than 100,000 Indians 
by her prayers. Holy Communion offered in honor of St. 
Joseph is the great alms of religious. 

Novenas are especially commendable before the feasts of 
St. Joseph: before his espousal, January 23d, and his prin- 
cipal feast, March 19th. According to the new code of Canon 
Law, the feast of St. Joseph is re-established as a first class 
festival. The Patronage of St. Joseph is celebrated on the 
third Wednesday after Easter. This feast honors his office as 
patron of the Universal Church. 


& & & 
St. Joseph, Patron of a Happy Death 





priest who as a missionary labored zealously in 
western Africa for the salvation of souls, relates 
the following incident: I was riding amid extreme 
difficulties through a region where | had never been, 
when, suddenly, I came upon a human habitation. 

When I had crossed the threshold of the hut, a terrified 
voice called out: ‘‘Who is there ?’’ 

‘‘A poor missionary,’’ 1 answered. ‘‘May the peace of the 
Lord come upon this house and upon all who dwell therein.’’ 

‘*A priest ?’’ exclaimed the man in perfect French; ‘‘wel- 
come, welcome, my Father, and make haste !’’ 

‘‘Who are you?- A French soldier ? How did you come 
here? What ails you ?”’ 

‘*Pardon me, my father; but we will speak of that later. 
As I am suffering the third attack of fever, you will 
realize there is no time for delay. Let us make haste to 
purify my conscience, then we shall converse if God still 
grant us time.”’ 





St. Joseph to aid us in our undertaking of erecting a new sanctuary of Perpetual 
Adoration at Mundelein, Illinois. May he inspire mary neble hearts to aid this 
holy work! Donations should be se: t to: 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The affairs of his conscience were soon put in order by 
a contrite confession; then I said to the dying man: ‘‘No 
doubt you have prayed much and well, for it seems certain 
that my guardian angel has guided me to this unfrequented 
spot.”’ 

“Oh, the matter is quite clear to me, my father,’’ an- 
swered the man. ‘‘Do you wish to know to whom I owe 
this happiness? I am wearing the girdle of St. Joseph, also 
his medal, and I belong to the happy death society. You see, 
my conscience was not yet in a safe condition, therefore St. 
Joseph had to lead a priest to my hut. Verily, I have not. 
placed my confidence in him in vain.’’ 

Two hours later, St. Joseph took the soul of this faithful 
client to himself. The soldier passed away peacefully. No 
doubt, through the saint’s intercession, he found a merciful 
Judge. 


& + & 
The Dignity of Our Body 





wished to assume a human body and in virtue of 

His humanity to become our brother! This honor 

was accorded, not to angels, but to human beings. 
He also took a human soul, but the Holy Ghost who directed 
the pen of St. John did not guide him to write, ‘‘The Word 
was made a spirit,’’ nor ‘‘The Word was made man,”’ but, 
The Word was made flesh (John i. 14). This was done to 
show how highly Christ values the human body. By assum- 
ing a human body our Savior wished to become like unto us, 
to become our brother. He took a body like unto that which 
He had formed out of clay when He created Adam. This 
body with the soul He united so closely to His Divinity that 
throughout eternity they cannot be separated. He raised 
this Flesh to a Divine throne for the adoration of angels 
and men. 

What have you to say to this, O ye holy angels? What 
do you think of the honor which Christ has imparted to our 
flesh? Do you not behold to what heights He has raised our 
bodies? Do you not behold how human flesh has gained a 
distinction not attainable by your angelic nature? Not satis- 
fied with this, Christ wished to honor us still more by insti- 


0 THE goodness of God, that Jesus for love of us 











338 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 
tuting the Most Blessed Sacrament in order to give us His 
true Body and Blood as our food. His Flesh becomes one with 
our flesh, and His Blood flows in our veins. If we receive 
It devoutly, He promises us life everlasting: ‘‘He that eateth 
this bread, shall live forever” (John vi. 59). 

In this way, not only our soul, but also our mortal body 
will receive the immortality which Christ by the crucifixion 
of His Body has obtained for it. The death of His Sacred 
Body has acquired life everlasting for our body, and in this 
flesh we shall one day look upon God our Savior. 


¢ & + 
The Holy Cross 





WyeynyZ N the Apocalypse we read how an angel ascended 
from the rising of the sun having the sign of 
I — the Living God, to sign on their foreheads 
SS <+ those who belong to God. This sign is the 
AAS Cross. The Cross is the seal which stamps 
man as the property of God, created, redeemed 

and sanctified by Him. 

To St. Philip Benitius, the Cross was a book in which 
he studied year after year, day and night, without ever ex- 
hausting its subject matter. It supplied the place of all 
newspapers and every kind of worldly amusement. In it he 
always found new thoughts and ideas, so that, when he came 
to die, he had not finished his book. This he was most anx- 
ious to do. On his deathbed, he called for his book, — he 
wished to read in it once more. Those who surrounded him 
did not understand what he meant by his ‘‘book,’’ and brought 
to him, one by one, all the books he had used. The saint, 
now unable to speak, sorrowfully declined all. The brethren 
were disconsolate thinking that they could not even fulfil the 
saint’s dying request. To compensate him to some degree for 
his desired book, they offered him the Crucifix before which 
he had daily knelt, prayed and meditated. And, O joy! that 
was the very book he wanted, — the book in which he had 
most loved to read during life and which, when dying, he 
wished to embrace. No wonder, then, that his dying eye lit 
up with holy joy, and that his trembling hand pressed the 
Crucifix to his lips: his last wish had been fulfilled. 
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Truly, much, very much is contained in this book; in 
fact, all that one needs to secure one’s salvation, besides 
many other sublime truths; such as, the decree of God con- 
cerning the creation, redemption and sanctification of man. 
Hence, in the light of faith, the Cross is more than a book, 
it is or rather, it supplies for an entire library, a whole 
collection of books. The wisdom and knowledge contained in 
all the books of the world which have been printed and still 
remain to be printed, is as nothing in comparison with the 
wisdom which, as a hidden treasure, is concealed in the Cross, 
St. Thomas of Aquin alone wrote so many and such sublime 
books that, combined, they would form a whole library. The 
books of this holy doctor of the Church are written with 
admirable subtility, and disclose the most sublime mysteries. 
If we study the life of this great saint, we find, to our 
astonishment, that he drew all his profound learning from 
the Cross before which he asked for light in all difficult 
questions, and there he also deliberated and reflected upon 
them. Hence, it is not too much to say that the Cross com- 
pensates the Christian for an entire library. 

What are the contents of this library ? — It consists of 
two parts. One comprises the sway of God’s justice, the 
other, the ruling of God’s mercy. For the Catholic, the Cross 
is, above all, a precious article in the home.* It should never 
be wanting in the Christian home, for it is a powerful weapon 
against the enemies of salvation. This sign is honored by 
the angels and feared by the demons. The devil fears the 
Cross because it has annihilated his power. 

In the Apocalypse we read: ‘‘And I saw an angel coming 
down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit, 
and a great chain in his hand. And he laid hold on the 
dragon, the old serpent, which is the devil and Satan, and 
bound him for a thousand years: And he cast him into the 
the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon 
him, that he should no more seduce the nations till the thou- 
sand years be finished: and after that, he must be loosed a 
little time’ (Apoc. xx. 1-4). What are we to understand by 
the key of the pit and the seal wherewith the pit in which 





* We take pleasure in calling our readers’ attention to the Crucifixes given as 
premiums for new subscriptions to “Tabernacle and Purgatory” — See first page 
of this issue. See also those at moderate prices on back cover. 
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the devil is shut up is sealed, and the chain wherewith he 
is fettered ? 

Gerhard v. Pleisse relates that a woman possessed by the 
devil was brought to Siegberg to be freed from the power 
of the evil one. In the chapel of St. Michael, the woman, 
or rather, the demon was questioned on many subjects, also 
about Lucifer who is chained in hell. But to this the demon 
answered through the mouth of the woman: ‘Fools! with 
what chains do you think my master is bound? with what 
key locked in? under what seal guarded? There are three 
words in the Missal; by these he is fettered, locked up and 
sealed.’’ The demon, however, refused to pronounce these 
words. Instead, he requested a Missal to be brought. The 
book was brought and handed to the woman. At the first 
turn of the leaves the demon had the Canon of the Mass 
and pointed a finger to the words: “Per ipsum, et cum ipso, 
et in ipso— Through Him, and with Him, and in Him.’’ — 
‘‘These are the words,’’ he said, ‘by which my master is 
confined to the abyss.’’ 

These words are, indeed, holy. They are pronounced by 
the priest with greatest reverence. Soon after the Conse- 
eration, the celebrant takes the Sacred Host with the most 
profound reverence into his fingers, makes the Sign of the 
Cross over the chalice whilst saying: ‘‘Through Him (Jesus), 
and with Him, and in Him.’’ These words are always used 
in the formula for exorcism. Verily, the Cross is a sure 
weapon against the spirits of darkness. If they see this sign 
on a house, they pass by without doing harm. If they behold 
it on the forehead of the Christian, they tremble and flee. 

Another reason that the Cross should not be wanting in 
a Christian home is, that it brings a plenitude of blessings. 
The ‘‘Imitation of Christ” says so beautifully: ‘‘In the Cross 
is salvation, in the Cross is life, in the Cross is protection, 
in the Cross is the fulness of heavenly delights, in the Cross 
is fortitude of soul, in the Cross is joy of spirit, in the Cross 
is the summit of virtue, in the Cross is perfect holiness, in 
the Cross is eternal blessedness.’’ 

Yes, the Crucifix in the home brings an abundance of 
blessings. What happiness for a child which has been reared 
in a family in which the custom exists that no child may 
retire in the evening before father and mother have signed 
the forehead with the sign of the saving Cross! 
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Save the Children!—Dignity of a Baptized Child 


THAT we would realize the spiritual dignity of a 

baptized child! Rev. Father Hueby writes: ‘‘A child 

who has received sanctifying grace in holy baptism, 

bears within itself a treasure more precious than all 
the gold and jewels of earth, more brilliant than the sun 
and more charming than all natural beauty of angels and men. 
By baptizm the child becomes of royal birth.’’ ‘‘The sign of 
the cross,’’ says St. Leo, ‘‘has transformed the child into a 
king.’’ The ointment of the Holy Spirit has consecrated it 
and made it, in a certain sense, a priest. Children are the 
temples of the Holy Ghost, the dearly loved children of the 
Blessed Virgin, friends and companions of the angels and 
proteges of the saints. The entire heavens desire that chil- 
dren may attain their aim and end: eternal happiness. 

A child clothed in rags may, nevertheless, be a sanctuary, 
the dwelling of the Holy Spirit. Holy baptism is so sublime 
a grace that, in this world, we shall never be able to com- 
prehend its grandeur; it is a greater blessing for the child 
than if it were raised to the nobility, or overwhelmed with 
distinctions and honors. St. Louis King of France loved no 
town in his kingdom so much as the little town of Poissy 
where he had been baptized. Once when asked whether he 
did not like Rheims, the city of his coronation, better, he 
replied: ‘‘Oh, no; in Poissy I received a far higher distinc- 
tion and dignity. In Rheims I received only an earthly 
kingdom and crown; in Poissy I became a child of the 
Heavenly King, the Lord of the universe. I received a 
right to inherit the heavenly kingdom and a celestial crown.’’ 

The servant of God, Veronica Barone, died in the odor 
of sanctity about the year 1870, on the Island of Sicily. Dur- 
ing the last years of her life it was revealed to her that, 
when she had been brought back to the house after her 
baptism, our Divine Savior, the Blessed Virgin, St. Francis 
and St. Clare approached her cradle. Mary said to Jesus: 
‘Bless this child which will walk in Thy footprints, and will 
one day be consecrated to Thee;’’ and Jesus gave her His 
Benediction. From this we may realize the dignity of a child 
that has received holy baptism. We must love children in 
the light of faith, and do our utmost to guard their inno- 
cence, for the loss of innocence is irreparable. 

















342 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Realizing the dangers to which their daughters are exposed 
in attending day-schools, many parents are most anxious to place 
their daughters in a select Convent boarding school for their 
education. In such an institution, they are safeguarded from 
harmful influences, receive a solid religious training and a 
thorough knowledge of the sciences. 


St. Joseph’s Academy conducted by the Benedictine Sisters 
of Perpetual Adoration, is an ideal boarding school for little girls 
and young ladies. Only girls of good Catholic families are ad- 
mitted. Special attention is directed to the formation of true 
womanly character. True Christian education is a Divine work, 
which is most noble and elevating. 

The course of studies embraces: Academic, Commercial, 
Preparatory, Primary, Music, and Art Departments. Moderate 
terms: $200.00 per year. 

For information, address: The Sister Directress 

St. Joseph’s Academy, Clyde, Missouri 


+ + + 


Something of Lasting Value 


A lady from Chicago writes: “Your Special Eucharistic Congress Edition 
of Tabernacle and Purgatory is a treasure to be kept forever. Enclosed find 
money for which send me more copies. You have done untold good through this 
devotional description of our great Congress.” 


Another tells us: ‘“‘Your description of the Eucharistic Congress is 
wonderful and touching. Send me to more copies. I wish to give these 
books to my friends as souvenirs.” 


**I was privileged to attend the Eucharistic Congress,’’ says a 
man from Pennsylvania. ‘‘Having read your Special Eucharistic Congress 
Edition, I find it so concise and interesting that I shall be pleased to 
have you send as many copies as $5.00 will cover the cost of.’’ 


‘*Your description of the Eucharistic Congress is just the devotional 
kind of an article I have been looking for. Send me 5 copies more. The 
reading is beautiful; the pictures could not be improved.’”’ 


A lady from New York writes: ‘‘Please send me copies of your 
beautifully illustrated booklet published on the Eucharistic Congress 
of Chicago. I have taken your magazine ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’ 
for several years, and I have always found the pictures exceptionally 
beautiful. My acquaintances say the same about your publications. 
The best in text and picture seem to be your motto.”’ 


Special Eucharistic Congress Edition, Price 25 cents. 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 




















A Twofold Gain —A Twofold Reward 





‘*Blessed is he that understandeth concerning the needy 
and the poor: the Lord will deliver him in the evil day,’’ 
declares the Holy Spirit in sacred Writ (Ps. xl. 2). A pious 
and learned author gives to us a very commendable advice 
in saying that when the poor stretch out their hands toward 
us for alms, we should imagine that it is a suffering soul, 
perhaps a relative or acquaintance, who begs for help. If 
we follow this advice, we shall certainly never refuse to 
give alms and in this way we shall perform a twofold good 
work; we shall secure solace and alleviation for the dear 
departed whom we remember, and at the same time perform 
a work of mercy toward the needy. 

To encourage this liberality for the consolation of the 
poor souls, we will quote a few examples. In the life of 
Venerable P. Magnanti, a member of the Oratorian Fathers 
founded by St. Philip Neri, we read that although he prac- 
ticed the most rigorous poverty in respect to his personal 
needs, he was generosity itself toward the poor souls. To 
them he had dedicated his whole life, and every year he 
distributed large sums of money given to him by people of 
rank and wealth, in order to help the suffering souls. Not 
satisfied with this, he made himself a beggar for the needy 
in behalf of the poor souls and begged where and whenever 
he could. He had a money bag in his room which he called 
the ‘‘money bag of the poor souls’? and which every day 
was filled with gifts for Christ’s poor. But regardless of 
the amount put in, day after day, the bag was again empty 
within a few hours, for the saintly priest distributed the 
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alms among the needy as quickly as he received it in order 
to bring help to the suffering souls as speedily as possible. 
A king would scarcely have dared to give alms as liberally 
as this fervent religious who was extremely poor in earthly 
possessions, but so much the richer in love for the suffering 
members of Christ here on earth and those in purgatory. 

St. John Chrysostom gave the faithful of Constantinople 
the advice to hang near their bed a small purse, and never 
to retire before dropping into it an alms for the departed. 
He recommended this practice in order that God’s Justice, in 
consideration of the act of mercy, might be constrained to 
grant alleviation to the holy souls during the night. Truly, 
it would not be to our loss if we, too, were to follow this 
advice of the great doctor of the Church. 

**But,’’ you may say, ‘‘means are necessary in order to 
give alms, and not everyone possesses means.’’ Certainly 
not everyone has at his disposal large sums for alms, but 
even the poor if they have a good will, can occasionally give 
an alms for the benefit of the poor souls. It depends on the 
good will, or better still, on the love. If the heart be the 
seat of true Christian charity, of true love for God and a 
sincere love for the neighbor, one will find, even with limited 
possessions, means to give small sums in charity for the poor 
souls. Such gifts, trifling in themselves, coming from the 
poor, but given with sacrificial love, have immense value in 
the eyes of God and will undoubtedly be of immeasurable 
profit to the poor souls. 

Supposing that some one, with the best of will, cannot 
give alms for the comfort of the poor souls. Such a one can 
obtain much for the suffering souls by performing other 
works of mercy for them; as, for example, visiting the sick, 
rendering little acts of charity to them, comforting the sor- 
rowful, or admonishing those who are in danger of losing 
their innocence. Such and similar acts of charity, if per- 
formed for the consolation of the poor souls, have an incal- 
culable value in the eyes of God, and bring as much relief 
and help to the departed souls as almsgiving. 


St. Augustine’s Advice 


‘(Do you wish to do good business,’’ asks St. Augustine, 
‘‘and draw a high rate of interest from your money? Give 
that which you cannot possess always and forever, and re- 
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ceive in return that which you can never lose.” And, in- 
deed, to give alms for the poor souls is a very good, a very 
profitable business. By this noble generosity you not only 
obtain for the poor souls alleviation, or even entire release 
from their pains, but you thereby merit the grace to be 
delivered from the pains of purgatory, or at least effect a 
remittance of well deserved punishment; for our Lord will 
not be outdone in generosity by His creatures. ‘‘Give, and 
it shall be given to you: good measure and pressed down 
and shaken together and running over they shall give into 
your bosom.’’ — Thus reads the promise in the Gospel of St. 
Luke (vi. 38). 


The Gorgeous Mantle 


In the writings of St. Peter Damian, there is a striking 
illustration of God’s mercy toward those who have been 
charitable in life. ‘‘A priest,’’ relates St. Peter Damian, 
‘‘once had a remarkable vision in the church of St. Cecilia 
in Rome. Whilst praying in this sanctuary, the priest beheld 
in the center of the church on a beautiful throne, the Blessed 
Virgin Mary surrounded by St. Cecilia, St. Agnes, St. Agatha 
and numerous other saints and angels. At the same time 
he noticed a poor old beggar woman who, in vivid contrast 
to her otherwise shabby garments, wore a gorgeous mantle. 
She knelt down at the feet of the Mother of God and begged 
her most earnestly for pardon and mercy for a certain Gio- 
vanni Patrici who had died recently, and who was most 
probably suffering excruciating pains in purgatory. 

‘‘Regardless of how much the woman wept and pleaded, 
the Blessed Virgin seemed not to notice her. Then, in her 
distress, the poor beggar related to the Blessed Virgin how 
generous this departed man had been to her. One day, in 
midwinter, she had stood at the door of St. Mary Major, and 
had asked for an alms in the name of the Holy Mother of 
God. The deceased man had taken off his costly mantle 
which she now wore, and had given it to her... Such charity 
could not remain unrewarded... 

‘In reality, it did not remain unrewarded. Scarcely had 
the woman ended her petition when the Blessed Virgin com- 
manded the angels to release the poor Giovanni from purga- 
tory and lead him to her. When he was brought to her, she 
bowed graciously to him, and said, ‘Because thou hast been 





346 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


so merciful to the needy, I shall also be merciful to thee. 
Enter now into the eternal joys of heaven.’ Thereupon the 
apparition vanished.”’ 

Noble souls who are ever ready to contribute your mite 
to good purposes, accept the following good advice. If you 
wish to draw a twofold merit from your beneficence, make 
the intention every time you contribute to a good cause that 
the merit you gain by this act may be applied to the poor 
souls.* In this way you not only bring joy to the Church 
Militant which you assist by your alms, but also the Church 
Suffering to whom the benefit of your alms is applied. Con- 
sequently, twofold will also be the reward which will once 
be yours for your charity, and mighty will be the intercession 
of the released souls for you at the throne of God. 


*In considering a good work to which to devote alms, our readers may 
appreciate having their attention drawn to our Association of Perpetual Adoration 
for the benefit of the Poor Souls, established with ecclesiastical approbation in 
our Adoration Chapel at Clyde, Missouri. It will be readily understood, that the 
means of income of a community devoted exclusively to the solemn service of 
the Most Blessed Sacrament, are very limited, as such a community has not a 
source of remuneration from active work like other communities. Therefore, 
alms given for the support of this work is highly pleasing to our Eucharistic 
Lord, and of special benefit to the suffering souls in purgatory. 


Everyone may secure for himself the benefits of perpetual 
prayers of a numerous community of Sisters, who have consecrated 
themselves to the unceasing adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. 


For detailed information concerning the Association of Perpetual Adoration, 
address :—- Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


RAMANA es 


A Lenten Suggestion 


During Lent every Christian is expected to perform some manner 
of penance. If health does not permit the prescribed fast, a commend- 
able substitute for this penance is alms for the poor. Mass stipends 
may be considered a worthy Lenten alms for the needy priests abroad. 
In this way we give corporal aid to the poverty-stricken priests on 
earth, and spiritual aid to the suffering souls in purgatory. Aside from 
this, we glorify God in an incomparable way by having the Adorable 
Sacrifice of the Mass offered. 

We forward Mass stipends only to prelates and superiors of religious 
Orders, thus enabling ourselves to give the assurance to our friends 
that, as the letter on page 351 mentions, the Mass intentions are given 
only to pious priests. All Mass intentions are forwarded as soon as pos- 
sible to Europe if addressed either to Rev. P. Lukas, 0.S.B., or to: — 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 

















Eighth Station — Jesus Consoles the Women of Jerusalem 


The above picture shows the eighth station in our beautiful 
Way of the Cross. Every picture in this artistic set of Stations 
is a sermon, which powerfully moves the soul to devotion and 
compassion for our Suffering Savior. Each station is accom- 
panied by a touching meditation and prayer. With this Station 
Book it is easy to pray the Stations at home or in church. 

Beautiful frontispiece of our Savior’s thorn-crowned Head. 
Has a durable dark cover. Order at once for Lent. “Way of 
the Cross” — Price 30 cents postpaid. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Sketch of the Life of St. Anthony 


SP SG)B CARCELY had the tomb been sealed, when it 

‘ became the centre of pilgrimage — the scene of 
o cd multiplied wonders, so that the bishop solicited 
ma the Holy See for the honors of canonization. 
aS BIEL The process was begun and, in about six months, 
completed. By an exception, perhaps unique 
in the history of the Church, less than one year after his death, 
the servant of God, was solemnly canonized by Pope Gregory 
IX, on May 30, 1232. The Pontiff intoned the Ze Deum, then 


ae 




















The tomb of St. Anthony of Padua 


the antiphon, O Doctor optime, thus publicly saluting the emi- 
nent doctor, the defender of the Incarnate Word, the defender 
of the Real Presence, the apostle of Mary’s prerogatives, the 
wonder-worker and saint. 

By a singular instance, in the lives of the saints, both 
parents of Anthony assisted at this triumph. O happy 
mother who could count her son among her protectors in 
heaven, and behold all the people render him such honor! 
O happy father, so visibly blessed by God! 

Sick persons who only touched his coffin were instantly 
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healed, also those who, prevented by the crowds could not 
enter the church; the blind received their sight, the dumb re- 
covered their speech and the lame were cured of their infirmity. 

But good St. Anthony was not satisfied with curing 
bodily ailments; sometimes when guilt-laden sinners asked to 
be cured, he let them wait until they had made their peace 
with God, and then cured them instantly. Soon the crowds 
of penitents became so great that the Friars alone were not 
able to hear all the confessions. Thus, indeed, was “‘his 
tomb made glorious.’’ 

In 1263, thirty-two years after the death of the saint, it 
was decided to remove his mortal remains from the shrine in 
the church of St. Mary Maggiore to the new church built in 
his honor by the Friars Minor. St. Bonaventure, their mini- 
ster-general, was present at the translation of the body, and, 
on opening the coffin found that, though the body had crumbled 
to dust, the tongue was intact and retained its natural fresh 
color. Moved by the sight of this miracle, St. Bonaventure 
exclaimed: ‘‘O blessed t gue which always blessed the Lord 
and caused others also to bless Him! Now it is evident how 
highly thou wert esteemed by God!’’ 


From numberless letters of our friends who have taken recourse 
to St. Anthony in their difficulties, we select the following. They 
prove that the beloved saint is still as powerful before the throne of 
God as when the people of Padua flocked to his tomb immediately 
after his death. 

A gentleman writes: ‘‘Upon leaving our residence, I promised St. Anthony 
half of the first month’s rent for his poor, if he would rent my house instead 
of the realestate man. To my astonishment, he rented it the very day I 
moved to a seemingly very reliable family of four. The man even wished 
to lease the place for two years. Now you see what a good real estate man 
St. Anthony is. He must be master of all trades, however, for he can 
accomplish anytbing one asks of him!” 

Virginia: “I was exceedingly worried over a financial matter. There seemed 
no possibility of anything but a sad outcome of the case. I promised to have 
some Masses said by the poor priests in Europe in honor of St. Anthony... My! 
it was a miracle the way things turned around after I had confided them to dear 
St. Anthony.” 


Kansas City, May 16, 1926: ‘‘For a year I have asked St. Anthony 
to aid me in finding right desires and impulses, I am a convert, — and he 
has worked wonders. I have now lost an article which I am most anxious 
to find.” 

May 18, 1926: ‘“‘Scarcely had my letter of yesterday been mailed 
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with the alms for St. Antheny’s poor than I found the lost article in a most 
surprising way. Never again shall I doubt the Divine will in the least 
thing! And my confidence in St. Anthony’s activities right here on the 
earth, now, is firm.” 


¢ + + 
Still in Dire Need and Bitter Poverty 


Almost daily we receive letters from convents in Central 
Europe informing us of their dire need and bitter poverty. 
The privations endured by the religious of one convent are thus 
described : — 

Reverend dear Father Lukas, Carmel, Puetzchen, Dec. 28, 1926. 


Our dear Lord sends many trials to His spouses. Yes, they 
are certainly the most precious nuptial gift He can bestow upon us... The little 
portion of bread for each one has to be measured out very sparingly, and each 
egg divided into several parts so that each sister may get a little. Two quarts 
of milk a day must suffice for our whole community, numbering seventeen 
sisters. We have but 15 cents in the treasury, and with it we must procure 
bread, milk and light. Winter is now here and it demands many sacrifices. We 
have not sufficient bed covering. We can no longer buy, we must borrow, and 
this causes a superior many anxious and sleepless nights although in my heart 
I have a firm trust and confidence in Divine Providence. Upon the advice of 
ecclesiastical authorities, our extreme need has been made known to the public, 
but alms comes in very sparingly because the Catholic German people are them- 
selves totally impoverished. No one can form an idea of the need which exists 
in some of these families! Therefore, my dear, kind Father, because of our 
heavy burdens, I will not knock in vain at the portal of your paternal heart, 
will I? You will care for the Carmel of Puetzchen, will you not?... 


Most gratefully yours, S. M. A. 


“For God’s Sake, I Beg an Alms...’’ 


Thus writes the director of the venerable theological Seminary in Salzburg, 
Austria, where the financial struggle becomes daily more depressing. 


Dear Reverend Father, Salzburg, Dec. 15, 1926. 
Greatest Benefactor of Seminaries! 

The approaching Christmas festival and New Year, 
admonish me to send sincere greetings and heartfelt thanks to our 
great benefactor across the sea. The Holy Child of Bethlehem will 
undoubtedly find something extra precious wherewith to rejoice Your 
Reverence and your faithful co-workers and all otir generous bene- 
factors. For this I will pray most fervently, also the seminarians. 

Do not let it mar your Christmas joy if I tell you that our finan- 
cial struggle, especially for the two seminaries, becomes daily more de- 
pressing. The small contributions of the students themselves come in 
very sparingly, because they are all from the poorer classes. There is a 
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shortage of money throughout the country. Collections are without 
results. If Your Reverence again has something to dispose of, then, 
for God’s sake, I beg for an alms! Mass stipends, likewise, would be 
most gratefully received. . . 


(We subjoin a second letter from the same Seminary Director. ) 
Salzburg, Dec. 23, 1926. 

What a lovely Christmas gift Your Reverence has sent us! I had 
grieved deeply, fearing that God's blessing had been withdrawn from me 
and our seminary, because despite all my care and solicitude, conditions 
would not improve. And behold! — not as an answer to my appeal of the 
15th, but as an answer to prayer; yes, like a messenger from the Holy 
Child, came the aid for our seminary in the alms and Mass stipends which 
you collected from charitable donors. This gave me far greater pleasure 
than if the gift had been for me personally. God bless our dear ‘‘bread- 
father’’ in the West, and all our benefactors, your faithful co-laborers! 
With tears of gratitude in my eyes would I press the hand of each one. I 
must pray and sacrifice. I shall offer up the midnight Mass for the inten- 
tions of all these benefactors, so that this infinite Sacrifice may pour itself 
forth in untold graces upon them. . . 

Rev. Schmid, Director. 

A prelate charged with the care of a Seminary writes: — ‘‘Now 
that the year has come toa close, my needs have become desperate, 
so I cannot do otherwise than come to you again, Rev. Father Lukas. 
Creditors are clamoring for the payment of bills. Oh, help us! Every, 
even the smallest alms is most gratefully accepted. Mass stipends, 
too, aid us substantially. I can give you the assurance that all Mass 
stipends are given only to conscientious, ideal priests, and the inten- 
tions are persolved not only very soon, but immediately.’’ 


&¢ & + 
A Wonder of God 


The holy priesthood is the most sublime of God’s wonders. By 
it, Jesus is born anew aud immolates Himself daily to diffuse the 
superabundance of his infinite merits over the world. 

The heart of the priest is an altar on which Jesus is immolated 
each day, and from whence He desires to spread His holiness and 
His love over all creation. 

Happy the father, the mother, of a worthy priest! The priestly son is the 
joy of his parents, their comfort and a source of great hope for eternal life. 
However, the grace of a priestly vocation comes from God Himself. The 
privilege of seeing their son at the altar is denied many families. And yet, dear 
father, good mother, it is possible to have a priest in your family if you adopt a 
youth who wishes to become a priest; if you render it possible for him to study, 
and thus help him to attain his aim. In Germany and Austria there are many 
vocations for the priesthood, but on account of poverty, many talented young 
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men are prevented from studying. It is impossible for the bishop or parents to 
furnish such a sum, because the bishop himself is poor, and the people of Germany 
and Austria have become totally impoverished. God grant that this beautiful 
idea, this heaven-inspired thought, this so eminently God-pleasing work, of 
supporting a student who feels himself called to the sacred ministry, may inspire 
many generous hearts to contribute the necessary funds for a continuation of his 
studies. 

What a blessed consciousness: this or that young man can become a priest 
through my alms; daily he will remember me at the altar, daily he will pray for 
my loved ones! Could any alms be more pleasing to Ged! Christ will reward 
it a hundredfold in this world, and will give life eternal in the next. 

A donation of $500.00 will help a young man in Germany 
or Austria during his course in philosophy and theology, which 
covers a term of five to six years’ time. 

However, many people with the best will are unable to 
sacrifice $500.00; but $25000 or $300.00 would be within their 
means. This amount will defray the expenses of a theology 
student during the last few years of his studies. 

Others, again, by being sparing and economical, can lay 
aside $50.00 or $60.00 a year. This would defray the most 
necessary expenses of a student during one school year in 
the seminary. 

Whoever wishes to adopt a student until he has attained the priesthood, 
may send us the offering. We will forward the donation or scholarship to the 
diocesan bishop or to the directors of the seminary who will apply it to the 
education of a worthy student. The scholarship should not be sent direct to the 
student, because the diocesan bishop and the seminary directors are responsible 
for the vocation of a candidate to the priesthood. Should the student at any 
time prove himself unworthy of his high calling, the bishop withdraws the 
scholarship and bestows it upon another who is worthy. In this way the donor 
is assured that his gift is being applied to the holy purpose for which he sacrificed 
his money. The bishop or director of the seminary will write to you himself, and 
also the happy student. He will be in communication with you until he says his 
first Holy Mass. And be assured, the bond of charity will be drawn still more 
closely after his ordination. Then, dear reader, can you say in truth: I have a 
priest in my family! Oh, believe me, this priest will be a most grateful son, he 
will be your joy and consolation especially at the hour of death. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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March, 1927 


From Olivet to Calvary 
Meditations on our Savior’s Passion; prayers. From Dakota: “It 
gave me a clearer understanding of the sufferings of our Lord, 
than any prayers or teachings ever did before.” 6 cts. each 


Devotion to the Holy Face 
Contains meditations on the Sacred Countenance of our Lord, 
and beautiful prayers. 6 cts. each 


Devotion to the Precious Blood 
How we should offer It to the Heavenly Father to prevent mortal 
sins, to obtain special graces for the living and relief for the 
suffering souls. Contains meditations and prayers. 6 cts. each 


The Guard of Honor and the Holy Hour 
Origin and object of these devotions; their beauty and value. 
Suitable reflections, devotions and prayers. 6 cts. each 


Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows 
The inexpressible sufferings of the Queen of Martyrs. Promises 
of our Lord to those who venerate the dolors of His Mother. 
Reflections and prayers. 6 cts. each 


Go to Joseph 
Sets forth his dignity, sanctity, power and glory. A man from 
Illinois writes: ‘“The spiritual information it embodies is truly 
priceless.” 10 cts. each 


Devotions to St. Joseph 
A variety of prayers, novenas, etc. A Sister of St. Joseph 
says: ‘We have never seen so complete a collection of prayers 
to St. Joseph; it is an excellent work.” A St. Joseph Sister from 
Georgia: ““Truly, I have never seen anything more beautiful 
than these prayers to our glorious Father!” 6 cts. each 


Wonders of the Miraculous Crucifix of Limpias 
Brief history; manifestations of “The Holy Christ;” testimonies 
of physicians; marvels witnessed by bishops, priests and pil- 
grims. 10 cts. each 


Miraculous Crucifix of Limpias, Spain — Pictures 

From Minnesota: ‘“‘Some time ago I received the three views of 
the Miraculous Crucifix, and must say, I treasure them highly. 
They are so real, so lifelike; one cannot resist making an act of 
perfect contrition when meditating on them.” Massachusetts: 
‘‘T am charmed with it and can hardly let the book out of my 
hands; it is wonderful !”” — Made up in an excellent 16-page map 
of finest art paper, with ashort history of this remarkable Crucifix 
and edifying reflections on the Passion. We have received many 
letters testifying to the artistic beauty of the three different views 
of the Holy Christ of Limpias. Price 20 cts. 


Reduction for quantities of 100 or more. Postage extra on all our publications. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








Rosaries for Children 


Immaculate Heart Rosary, an ideal rosary for First Com- 
munion or grown-ups as well. Medium oblong beads 
in matted jet, silver oxidized finish centre piece of Immacu- 
late Heart, and beautiful oxidized cross; length 18 in. - $0.75 
White beads, Agate Pearl for l'irst Communion, length 16in. 0.50 


Medium 1 steel beads, steel chain and cross, length 14 in. - 0.35 
Black cocoa, small oval beads, length 14 in. - 0.25 
er um seonens Pearl beads, white, blue, buff: _— chain; 
sngth 16 in. - G25 
Sm oy on beads, garnet, sapphire, amethyst; metal chain; 
length 12 in. - - - 0.25 


When remittance accompanies the order, rosaries will be blessed with the 
Bridgetine, Dominican, Crosier and Papal indulgences. 


St. Benedict Jubilee Medal — heavily gold-plated — - - $0.75 


Hanging Crucifixes 


Fine Rosewood Crucifix, with artistic oxidized corpus, 


length, 12 in. . . - $2.00 
Nickel bound Crucifixes 5 in. $0.50; 6 in. 0.75 
7 in. 1.00; 10 in. 2.00 
Real Eb Oxidized C 3m. 0.35; 4% in. 0.60 
ca ony, alae orpus 6 in. 0.90; 8% in. 1.50 
ni ‘er, Crucifixes will be enriched with the Papal indul- 

f the stations and of the dying. 





Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children 


A priest writes: ‘‘Let me tell you that not only little children but even 
grown up persons are so taken up with your little prayer-book, that they 
continually worry me to get them some copies, so I must yield to the 


mportunities of the beggars. Please therefore, find enclosed $10.00 and 
send copies as soon as possible.” 

A lady: “This is the nearest to reaching a child’s comprehension of any 
prayer-book I have ever seen. I wish every child could have one. Your price 


could not be less.” 


Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children is a complete prayer-book. 
It contains 28 devotion-inspiring pictures; two Mass devotions; Con- 
fession and Communion Devotions; Way of the Cross; Litanies; De- 
votions for Benediction and 8 Visits to Jesus in the Blessed Sacra- 
ment \ll printed in clear, large type. New-— larger and more 
complete edition, 160 pages. 

Art cloth binding, colors: black, blue or rose. Price 30 cents per copy. 

Heavy, durable, neatly bound cover, with gilt embossed title. Colors: white, 
black, blue or rose. Price 50 cents per copy. 


Liberal reduction for quantities of 50 or more. 


3enedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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